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MEMORANDUM

TO: All Managers and Supervisors

FROM: Cindy Francisco
Safety Coordinator

DATE: January 6, 2003

SUBJECT: SAFETY MEETING IDEAS – JANUARY 2003
                                                                                                                                    

Suggested issues to discuss during your next meeting are:

1. Start the New Year Right

Happy New Year!  It may be time to go through your desk and shelves to recycle or
discard some of the unnecessary clutter.  Also, if you have items that use batteries,
is it about time to check to see if the batteries need replacing?  How about checking
the cords under your desk to make sure they are not frayed or that combustible
material are not too close to electrical outlets.

2. Pedestrians Beware

The Surface Transportation Policy Project declares that more pedestrians died on
California streets last year than any other state in the nation. A report released in
August 2002  (http://www.transact.org/ca/ped_safety_report_2002.htm) finds that
pedestrian deaths in California increased by 5 percent – from 689 fatalities to 721 --
from 2000 to 2001. The survey ranks Solano, Sacramento, Los Angeles, Contra
Costa and San Joaquin counties as the state's five most dangerous. Cities that rank
high on the survey’s "Pedestrian Danger Index" include Vallejo, Modesto, Stockton,
Long Beach, Richmond, San Jose, Santa Ana and Bakersfield; San Francisco tops
the charts for the highest incident rate as well as the highest percentage of all traffic
fatalities that are pedestrians.  Be careful when crossing.  Look both ways before
you walk.  Be especially mindful of cars that make right turns at corners who may not
be watching for you.

http://www.transact.org/ca/ped_safety_report_2002.htm
http://www.arb.ca.gov


3. Emergency Sprinklers Need Room

Per California Fire Code (NFPA 1996 edition, Chapter 13, paragraphs 4-7.5.2 and
4-7.5.3.), building occupants are required to maintain an obstruction free area 18
inches from the ceiling.   This allows the water sprinkler systems to provide a
maximum protection.  This is especially true for inside storage areas.  Failure to
comply can result in citation by the State Fire Marshal.

Document your meeting by using Form HS-1 "Safety Meeting Report" which I have
attached for your convenience.  This can also be used, if you choose, to route the
information to each employee.  This record should be kept in your files for one year.


